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Student Loan Adjustments: Less Than Full Time Enrollment 

 
Beginning with the 2026-27 academic year, federal direct student loans will be reduced for students who enroll less than full 
time. This resource is intended to provide a basic overview of loan proration for less than full time enrollment but is not 
representative of every scenario. Students should contact the Office of Student Financial Aid for assistance in determining the 
impact of their enrollment on their student loan eligibility. 

Federal Direct Student Loan Basics 
• Full-time enrollment is defined by the university: 

o Undergraduate Students: minimum of 12 credit hours each semester (24 credits per academic year) 
o Graduate: minimum of 9 credit hours each semester (18 credits per academic year) 

• Only credit hours that fulfill degree requirements are eligible to be counted for financial aid purposes. (Visit here for 
more information about CPOS.) 

• Initial financial aid offers are based on the assumption of full-time enrollment. Students planning to enroll less than 
full time should notify the Office of Student Financial Aid. 

• Students must be enrolled at least half time to be eligible to receive a federal direct student loan (6+hours for 
undergraduate; 5+ for graduate). 

• The maximum annual amount a student may borrow is defined by the federal government. 
• The first disbursement of a student loan (ex: Fall semester of a Fall/Spring loan) cannot constitute more than 50% of 

the annual loan eligibility. 
• Loan eligibility must be evaluated at the time the loan is disbursed. Reductions in credit hours may result in 

reductions to future loan disbursements within the academic year. 

Examples of Loan Adjustments for Less Than Full Time Enrollment 
 
Example 1: Undergraduate Drops a Fall Semester Course 
 
Enrollment: Undergraduate, junior level student enrolls for 12 credit hours for the fall semester but drops a 3-credit hour class 
after the fall loan disbursement is made. The student plans to enroll for 12 credit hours in the spring semester.  
 
Original Annual Loan Limit Determination: 
12 fall semester credit hours + 12 spring semester credit hours = 24 total credit hours 
24 credit hours ÷ 24 credit hours = 100% The student can borrow 100% of the maximum annual loan limit.  
$7,500 is the maximum annual loan limit for a junior level undergraduate student.  
 
Original Fall/Spring Loan Eligibility Calculation 
12 fall semester credit hours ÷ 24 total credit hours = 50% each semester 
50% x $7,500 (annual loan limit) = $3,750 fall semester loan eligibility and $3,750 spring semester loan eligibility  
 
Revised Annual Loan Limit Determination: The student drops a 3-hour course in the fall semester after the fall semester 
loan has disbursed. They will attempt 12 credit hours in the spring semester. The fall semester loan disbursement is not 
adjusted because the course was dropped after the fall semester loan had already been disbursed. However, the full year loan 
eligibility must be evaluated again at the point of the subsequent spring loan disbursement. 
9 fall semester credit hours + 12 spring semester credit hours = 21 total credit hours 
21 credit hours ÷ 24 credit hours = 88% The student can borrow 88% of the maximum annual loan limit.  
88% x $7,500 (annual loan limit) = $6,600 revised maximum annual loan limit due to less than full time enrollment  
 
Revised Spring Loan Eligibility Calculation 
12 spring semester credit hours ÷ 24 credit hours = 50% spring semester loan eligibility. The spring loan eligibility is 
determined by: 
$6,600 new annual loan limit - $3,750 already received in fall semester = $2,850 spring loan eligibility 
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Example 2: Undergraduate Fully Withdraws for Fall Semester 
 
Enrollment: Undergraduate, senior level student enrolls for 15 credit hours each for the fall and spring semesters. The student 
fully withdraws from the fall semester after the 60% point in the semester but before the spring loan disbursement.  
 
Original Annual Loan Limit Determination: 
15 fall semester credit hours + 15 spring semester credit hours = 30 total credit hours 
30 credit hours ÷ 24 credit hours = >100% The student can borrow 100% of maximum annual loan limit. 
$7,500 is the maximum annual loan limit for a senior level undergraduate student. 
 
Original Fall/Spring Loan Eligibility Calculation 
The student is expected to be enrolled full time for both semesters and will receive 50% of the annual loan limit or $3,750 each 
semester. 
 
Revised Annual Loan Limit Determination: The student fully withdrew from the fall semester prior to the spring semester 
loan disbursement. They will attempt 15 credit hours in the spring semester. The fall semester loan is not adjusted because 
the withdrawal was processed after the fall loan was disbursed. However, the full year loan eligibility must be evaluated again 
at the point of the subsequent spring loan disbursement. 
0 fall semester credit hours + 15 spring semester credit hours = 15 total credit hours 
15 credit hours ÷ 24 credit hours = 63% The student can borrow 63% of the maximum annual loan limit.  
63% x $7,500 (annual loan limit) = $4,725 revised maximum annual loan limit due to less than full time enrollment  
 
Revised Spring Loan Eligibility Calculation 
$4,725 new annual loan limit - $3,750 already received in the fall semester = $975 spring loan eligibility  
 
Example 3: Undergraduate Enrolled Less Than Full Time in Fall Semester and Full Time in Spring Semester  
 
Enrollment: Undergraduate, senior level student enrolls for 9 credit hours in the fall semester and 15 credit hours in the spring 
semester. Enrollment is known prior to disbursement. 
 
Original Annual Loan Limit Determination: 
9 fall semester credit hours + 15 spring semester credit hours = 24 total credit hours 
24 credit hours ÷ 24 credit hours =100% The student can borrow 100% of maximum loan limit. 
$7,500 is the maximum annual loan limit for a senior level undergraduate student. 
 
Original Fall Loan Eligibility Calculation 
9 fall semester credit hours ÷ 24 total credit hours = 37.5% fall semester 
37.5% x $7,500 (annual loan limit) = $2,813 fall semester loan eligibility 
 
Original Spring Loan Eligibility Calculation 
15 spring semester credit hours ÷ 24 total credit hours = 62.5% spring semester 
62.5% x $7,500 (annual loan limit) = $4,687 spring semester loan eligibility 
 
Example 4: Graduate Student Enrolled Less than Full Time in Fall and Spring Semesters 
 
Enrollment: Graduate student enrolls in 6 credit hours for the fall semester and 6 credit hours for the spring semester. 
Enrollment is known prior to disbursement. 
 
Original Annual Loan Limit Determination: 
6 fall semester credit hours + 6 spring semester credit hours = 12 total credit hours 
12 credit hours ÷ 18 credit hours = 67% The student can borrow 67% of the maximum annual loan limit.  
$20,500 is the maximum annual loan limit for a graduate student. 
67% x $20,500 = $13,735 adjusted annual loan limit 
 
Original Fall/Spring Loan Eligibility Calculation 
6 fall semester credit hours ÷ 12 total credit hours= 50% each semester 
50% x $13,735 adjusted annual loan limit = $6,868 fall semester loan eligibility and $6,867 spring semester loan eligibility  
No revision of original loan determination needed because the student maintained the original enrollment plan.  



 
Example 5: Graduate Student Enrolled in One Semester 
 
Enrollment: Graduate student enrolls in 6 credit hours for the fall semester only. Enrollment is known prior to disbursement.  
 
Original Annual Loan Limit Determination: 
6 fall semester credit hours ÷ 9 full time definition for fall semester only = 67% The student can borrow 67% of maximum 
annual loan limit. 
$10,250 is the single semester loan limit x 67% = $6,868 adjusted annual loan limit 
 
Original Fall Loan Eligibility Calculation 
The student may receive $6,868 in the fall semester. 
 
Additional questions? 
We’re here to help! These examples in this guide are for general reference and do not reflect every scenario. 
Students and/or advisors with questions about impacts on their student loan eligibility due to enrollment changes are 
encouraged to contact our financial aid counseling staff. Contact information is available on our website. 

https://financialaid.ecu.edu/contact-us/

