
Financial Aid and Scholarships



What is Financial Aid?

• Scholarships – a reward for things you have already accomplished and/or 
an encouragement to do some more of  the same!

• Grants – dollars used to support your studies because you demonstrated 
the talent to be in college and demonstrated that you cannot afford to 
pay for your studies out of  your own resources.

• Loans – the monies that you borrow and must repay but can use to pay 
expenses not covered by scholarships, grants and personal funds.  Loans 
are an opportunity but one that you must pay back.

• Work Opportunities – two kinds – the Federal Work-Study program and 
on campus, self-help wages.



How Do I Apply For Financial Aid?

• Students that are interested in receiving financial assistance need to complete 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid each year.

• You can complete the FAFSA starting October 1st prior to the academic year 
that begins the following August.

• Priority filing date is March 1st each year. However, we do not have a 
deadline for applying and being awarded.

• Applications received after the priority deadline may not be completed in time 
before the tuition payment deadline.

• EVERY state has an office like the State Education Assistance Authority –
check with your state for scholarships and grants that may ‘travel’ with you. 



Completing the FAFSA

• Free Application for 
Federal Student 
Assistance

• You may complete the 
FAFSA online at 
www.studentaid.gov

• ECU school code is 
002923-00

http://www.fafsa.gov/


North Carolina Residents:

• Be sure to review the College Foundation of  North Carolina website –
www.CFNC.org

• Create a student profile to be considered for state grants and scholarships.

http://www.cfnc.org/


Scholarship Application Process

• All scholarship opportunities reside on the university’s on-line portal –
ECUAWard – which can be accessed at www.ecu.academicworks.com
or via a student’s Pirate Port.

• Log-in uses your campus credentials (Pirate ID and password) that work 
with all campus platforms such as email, Canvas, and other campus-
based systems.

• Make sure you check your student email and scholarship portal regularly.

• If  you have questions, send them to scholarships@ecu.edu.

http://www.ecu.academicworks.com/
mailto:scholarships@ecu.edu


Things you must remember!

• You must apply for admission for the Financial Aid Office to download 
your FAFSA data.

• You must be admitted to be offered a Pirate ID.  With that, you can 
create a password which will allow you to access the scholarship portal.

• Use your legal name as written on your Social Security Card – short 
names or nicknames will cause confusion and can delay your admissions, 
access, and awards.

• Write down your log-ons, passwords, and access information 
• DO NOT SHARE THIS INFO!!!



Contact Us

University Scholarships

Melonie Bryan, Director

Phone: 252-328-5816

Email:  scholarships@ecu.edu

G131 Old Cafeteria Complex, MS 184

Greenville, NC  27858

Office of  Financial Aid

Julie Poorman, Director

Phone: 252-328-6610

Fax: 252-328-4347

Email:  finaid@ecu.edu

2103 Old Cafeteria Complex, MS 510

Greenville, NC  27858

Walk in hours – Monday – Friday, 8:00a to 5:00p

Phone hours – Monday – Friday, 8:00a to 5:00p

mailto:scholarships@ecu.edu
mailto:finaid@ecu.edu

